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f)  URING  the  Year  1908  there  have  been  registered  : — 

1 41  Births  (67  males,  74  females).  This  shows  a 
decrease  of  16  on  the  number  registered  in  1907,  and  is  15*3  below 
the  average  for  the  past  10  years.  It  is  23  below  the  average 
Birth-rate  per  1,000  for  the  past  10  years,  23  as  against  253 — this 
is  a very  sudden  fall  in  the  Birth-rate,  which  had  shown  an  upward 
tendency  for  the  preceding  two  years ; and  the  number  is  the 
lowest  recorded  during  the  past  23  years.  I believe,  contrary  to 
the  usual  fact,  the  females  are  in  excess  of  the  males.  There  are 
12  illegitimate  births  registered,  as  against  11  in  1907,  which  is 
rather  above  the  average. 

g2  Deaths  from  all  causes.  This  is  equal  to  15  per  1,000  of 
the  population,  which  is  returned  as  6,130  souls. 

This  Death-rate  is  13  above  the  average  for  the  past  10  years, 
viz.,  137  per  1,000  ; and  the  actual  number,  92,  is  again  the  fourth 
highest  record  for  the  past  12  years,  and  is  1 more  than  in  1907. 
The  heavier  Death-rate,  and  the  very  much  decreased  Birth-rate, 
for  the  year  1908,  make  the  vital  statistics  very  much  less 
satisfactory  than  those  for  1907,  which  were  not  so  satisfactory  as 
those  for  1906.  55  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  half  of  the 

year,  and  37  in  the  second  half — almost  exactly  the  same  as  in  1906 
(55  in  the  first  half  and  36  in  the  second  half).  In  the  past  year 
a very  bad  epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough  took  the  place  of 
Influenza  in  the  first  6 months  of  the  year.  The  6 healthiest 
months  appear  to  be  July,  August,  October  and  November,  with 
5 deaths  each  ; and  June  and  September,  with  6 deaths  each.  The 
other  months  in  order  of  highest  mortality  show  January  with  16 
deaths,  February  and  December  with  11  deaths  each,  May  with  8 
deaths,  and  March  and  April  with  7 deaths  each  ; so  that,  excepting 
December,  the  latter  half  of  the  year  appears  to  have  been  the 
healthiest  period.  The  first  three  months  of  the  year  show  34 
deaths,  the  second  three  months  21  deaths,  the  third  three  months 
16  deaths,  and  the  fourth  three  months  21  deaths.  The  absence  of 
Summer  Diarrhoea  is  again  noticeable  during  the  hottest  months 
of  the  year. 


COMMENTS  ON  THE  DEATH-RATE. 

Of  the  92  Deaths,  46  were  males,  46  females.  23  were 
Jo  years  or  over  that  age  (13  males,  10  females),  9 being  80  years 
or  over  (7  males,  2 females),  and  3 attained  to  over  go  years  of  age 
(all  males).  The  23  over  70  years  of  age  averaged  79 '2  years  each  ; 
the  13  males  averaged  813  years  each;  and  the  10  females  averaged 


2 


j6'2  years  each.  As  usual  the  average  age  of  the  males  exceeds 
that  of  the  females. 

18  were  between  60  and  jo  years  of  age  (10  males,  8 females). 

12  were  between  $o  and  6o  years  of  age  (8  males,  4 females). 

9 were  between  4.0  and  $0 years  of  age  (6  males,  3 females). 

2  were  between  jo  and  yo  years  of  age  (1  male,  1 female). 

2 were  between  20  and  jo  years  of  age  (1  male,  1 female). 

3 were  between  10  and  20  years  of  age  (all  females). 

3 were  between  5 and  10  years  of  age  (1  male,  2 females). 

4 were  beloiv  5 and  above  1 year  of  age  (3  males,  1 female). 

The  mortality  below  1 year  amounted  to  15  (8  males  and  7 
females).  This  number  is  4 more  than  last  year,  6 of  the  15  being 
included  under  Sub-section  i.,  “ infectious  Diseases,”  of  Table  v.  ; 
and  7 under  Sub-section  iii. , “ Wasting  Diseases,”  4 of  the  7 being 
premature  births,  as  against  6 in  1907. 

38  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  were  at  the  two  extremes  of 
life,  and  56  of  the  92  deaths  were  below  1 year  and  above  60  years 
of  age,  leaving  36  deaths  to  be  distributed  over  the  intervening  59 
years.  The  number  who  lived  to  be  over  70  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  death  was  16  less  than  in  1907,  and  the  mortality  between 
50  and  70  years  was  a good  deal  higher  than  in  1907  (30  against 
18).  So  that,  in  whatever  way  we  look  at  our  statistics,  the 
vitality  of  the  population  does  not  appear  to  have  been  so  strong 
during  the  past  12  months  as  it  was  in  the  preceding  year. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES  INCLUDED  IN  TABLE  III. 

Under  this  heading  are  included  13  cases  of  Diphtheria , 13 
cases  of  Erysipelas,  5 of  Scarlet  Fever , 2 of  E?iteric  Fever,  and 
1 of  Puerperal  Fever. 


Diphtheria. — The  13  cases  reported  all  occurred  at  different 
times  in  different  households,  with  the  exception  of  one  child,  who 
had  the  disease  in  January  and  again  in  May.  Two  cases  (one 
a girl  of  9)  in  January,  at  Fordingbridge,  and  one  (a  girl  of  10)  in 
October,  at  Woodgreen,  terminated  fatally.  One  case  was  that  of 
a soldier  engaged  in  the  Autumn  Manoeuvres  at  Godshill  : he  and 
all  contacts  were  removed  to  Aldershot  in  two  or  three  days. 
Three  separate  cases  occurred,  in  August  and  September,  at 
Gorley,  adjoining  the  Ringwood  Union,  where  the  disease  has  been 
very  severe  all  the  summer.  All  the  cases,  except  the  two  fatal 
ones,  were  slight,  and  made  good  recoveries.  All  necessary 
precautions  and  disinfection  were  carefully  carried  out. 
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Erysipelas. — All  the  cases  were  comparatively  mild  and 
isolated,  except  that  one  patient  had  the  disease  twice,  the  two 
separate  attacks  having  a month’s  interval,  and  occurring  in 
separate  legs  ; and  also  two  children  playing  together  seem  to 
have  infected  one  another.  One  other  case  followed  a septic 
surgical  operation.  All  made  good  recoveries. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Of  the  five  cases  reported,  two  houses 
supplied  two  cases  each,  and  the  other  case  occurred  in  a child  who 
had  come  down  from  London  to  stay  at  a farm  house.  As  the  milk 
was  daily  sent  to  the  Avon  Valley  Dairy  Company,  I carefully 
inspected  the  premises,  and  forbade  the  sale  of  any  more  milk  until 
I gave  the  certificate  of  freedom  from  infection  after  thorough 
disinfection.  All  the  cases  were  mild,  and  recovered. 

Enteric  Fever. — One  of  the  cases  occurred  in  a lady  who  had 
been  to  Leeds  and  other  large  towns,  and  brought  the  disease  home 
with  her  ; and  the  other  in  a boy  who  had  been  away  to  London 
just  before  he  fell  ill.  Both  cases  were  favourable,  and  made  good 
recoveries,  and  all  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  infection  of 
other  persons. 

Puerperal  Fever. — The  case  reported  terminated  favourably, 
and  all  necessary  precautions  as  to  the  midwife  in  attendance  were 
observed  and  carried  out. 

The  number  of  cases  occurring  under  Table  iii.  is  small, 
although  nine  in  excess  of  1907  : — 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES  NOT  INCLUDED  IN  TABLE  III. 

Measles. — No  cases  are  reported. 

Pertussis. — A most  virulent  epidemic  of  this  disease  started 
in  Fordingbridge  just  before  Christmas,  1907,  and  owing  to  Xmas 
entertainments  and  parties,  spread  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to 
to  the  other,  lasting  right  up  to  the  end  of  June.  Amongst  pauper 
patients  55  cases  are  reported,  27  below  and  28  above  5 years  of 
age.  And  altogether  13  deaths  occurred  owing  to  the  disease  and 
its  complications,  6 being  under  1 year  of  age  (two  of  these  were 
very  delicate  twins),  5 were  under  5 years  of  age,  1 was  5 years  of 
age,  and  one  case,  occuring  in  a delicate  woman  of  53  years  of  age, 
caused  fatal  Cardiac  Syncope.  I believe  all  the  schools  in  the 
Union  were  closed  at  one  time  or  another  on  account  of  the 
epidemic. 

Influenza  — There  was  a moderate  outbreak  of  this  disease 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  31  cases  are  reported  as  occuring 
amongst  pauper  patients.  Two  deaths  are  reported,  one  case 
being  complicated  with  Pneumonia,  and  one  with  Diarrhoea. 
The  disease  was  not  of  the  fatal  epidemic  form  that  it  was  in  1892 
and  other  years,  and  as  a rule  ran  a favourable  course. 
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Other  and  Doubtful  Fevers. — Under  this  head  are  included 
i case  below  and  9 above  5 years  of  age,  all  of  them  favourable, 
and  most  of  them  Tonsillitis  or  Febricula. 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

Diarrhoea. — Two  cases  below  and  13  above  5 years  of  age 
are  reported  as  occurring  amongst  pauper  patients.  The  disease 
never  assumed  an  epidemic  form  during  the  year.  One  case,  in  an  old 
man  of  87,  proved  fatal,  as  well  as  the  one  complicating  Influenza 
reported  above.  I never  remember  such  freedom  from  the  disease 
as  there  has  been  during  the  past  twelve  months. 

Bronchial  and  Respiratory  Disorders — Under  this  head  are 
included  Phthisis,  Pleurisy , Pneumonia,  Bronchitis , Asthma  and 
Catarrh,  and  amongst  pauper  patients  we  have  to  record  24  cases 
below  and  126  above  5 years  of  age,  150  in  all,  as  against  156  last 
year.  6 deaths  from  Phthisis  have  occurred,  all  above  5 years  of 
age,  and  2 deaths  are  attributed  to  other  tubercular  diseases,  hoth 
above  5 years  of  age,  one  being  Tubercular  Meningitis , and  the 
other  Tubercular  Disease  of  the  Kidneys.  4 of  the  fatal  cases  are 
in  females  at  19,  49,  52  and  67  years  of  age,  and  2 in  males  at 
45  and  47  years  of  age.  No  death  is  attributed  to  Pleurisy. 
1 death  is  recorded  as  due  to  Pneumonia , 1 to  Broncho-Pneumonia, 
and  1 to  Pleuro-Pneumonia.  The  Broncho-Pneumonia  was  in  an 
infant  of  3 months,  probably  a complication  of  Pertussis,  which 
was  present  in  the  same  house.  The  other  2 Pneumonias  were 
in  adults,  one  in  a female  59  years  of  age,  complicated  with  Heart 
failure,  and  the  other  in  a male  39  years  of  age,  complicated  with 
acute  Bright’s  disease.  6 deaths  are  attributed  to  Bronchitis , all 
in  patients  over  52  years  of  age,  4 of  them  being  over  73  years. 
1 case  only  was  recorded  as  acute.  Adding  the  2 deaths  attributed 
to  Influenza,  we  find  the  total  number  of  deaths  under  the  heading 
of  Bronchial  and  Respiratory  Disorders  is  11,  as  compared  with 
21  in  1907,  16  in  1906  and  1905,  10  in  1904,  and  17  in  1903 — the 
second-best  record  in  the  past  6 years.  Again  adding  the  8 deaths 
from  Phthisis,  we  have  19  deaths  under  the  heading  of  Respiratory 
Troubles,  as  compared  with  30  in  1907,  27  in  1906,  23  in  1905,  18 
in  1904,  and  25  in  1903 ; and  we  notice  again  that  this  is  the 
second-best  record  in  the  past  80  years.  The  actual  number  of 
deaths  attributed  to  Tubercolosis  is  8,  as  compared  with  9 in 

l9°T 

Heart  Disease. — 12  deaths  are  recorded  as  due  to  disease  of 
this  organ  in  some  form  or  other,  1 below  5 years  of  age,  the  rest 
above  that  age.  10  deaths  were  recorded  under  this  heading  in 
1907.  The  1 below  5 years  was  that  of  an  infant  of  3 months,  due 
to  Congenital  M aldevelopment . 5 cases  are  returned  as  Mitral, 

4 as  Syncope,  1 as  Fatty  Degeneration,  and  1 as  Cardiac 
Disease. 
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New  Growths. — 8 deaths  are  recorded  under  this  heading,  as 
against  7 in  1907,  6 in  1906,  9 1905,  6 in  1904,  11  1903.  This  total 
is  about  the  average  for  the  past  6 years.  1 death  each  was  due  to 
Cancer  of  the  Antrum,  Cancer  of  the  Breast,  Tongue,  Stomach, 
Liver , Pancreas,  Colon,  and  Sigmoid  Flexure. 

Eight  deaths  were  due  to  Accident,  in  one  form  or  another. 
1 was  due  to  Drowning,  1 to  Asphyxia  (probably  due  to  an  P'pileptic 
Fit),  1 to  Collision  between  Bicycle  and  Cart,  1 to  being  run  over 
by  loaded  waggon,  1 to  Injuries  (probably  Infanticidal)  at  Birth, 
1 to  Suicide  by  Hanging,  1 to  Exhaustion  after  Operation  for 
Intestinal  Obstruction  caused  by  a band  of  adhesions,  and  1 to 
Exhaustion  after  Operation  for  impacted  Gallstones. 

Seven  deaths  were  due  to  Cerebral  H senior  rhage  and  Embo- 
lism. 2 deaths  were  recorded  as  due  to  Pernicious  Anaemia , 2 to 
Bright’s  Disease,  1 to  Addison’s  Disease,  1 to  Tetanus,  1 to 
Perforating  Gastric  Ulcer,  and  1 to  Gallstones . 

Seven  deaths  occurred  in  the  Workhouse  Infirmary,  and  4 in 
the  Fordingbridge  Nursing  Home. 

GENERAL  SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 

The  chief  incident  in  the  health  of  the  neighbourhood  during 
the  past  year  has  been  the  extremely  wide-spread  epidemic  of 
Whooping  Cough,  which  started  in  Fordingbridge  in  December, 
1907,  and  gradually  spread  to  each  adjoining  village,  finally 
attacking  Martin  in  June,  1908.  This  necessitated  the  closure  of 
nearly  every  School  in  the  District  for  a longer  or  shorter  period. 

No  cases  have  been  taken  before  the  Magisterial  Bench,  but 
in  one  case  of  contaminated  water  supply  the  Rural  District 
Council  were  on  the  point  of  taking  legal  proceedings,  but  before 
doing  so  I thoroughly  inspected  the  premises,  together  with  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  wrote  a very  strong  report  on  the 
subject.  This  report  was  forwarded  to  the  owner  of  the  property, 
with  the  intimation  that,  if  he  did  not  comply  with  the  require- 
ments thereof,  he  would  be  proceeded  against,  as  directed  under 
the  Public  Health  Act.  The  alterations  and  improvement  were 
at  once  begun,  and  have  been  carried  out,  although  the  water,  up  to 
the  present  time,  has  not  become  wholesome. 

The  systematic  inspection  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  has  been 
thoroughly  carried  out,  and  I noticed  a great  improvement  in  the 
sanitary  conditions  prevailing  as  compared  with  the  year  1907. 
The  District  Council  have  adopted  a set  of  regulations  with 
respect  to  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  in  their  District,  and  have 
had  the  same  printed  and  supplied  to  all  those  who  come  under  the 
scope  of  the  Order  of  1885. 
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The  sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools  in  the  District  remains 
satisfactory  and  the  Schools  have  been  periodically  inspected. 

Sixteen  samples  of  Drinking  Water  have  been  brought  to  me 
by  the  Ispector  of  Nuisances,  for  me  to  report  on  before  granting 
the  necessary  certificates  of  adequate  water  supply,  or  on  account 
of  complaint  of  the  water  being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
I found  all  but  one  sample  good,  and  in  this  case  the  water  was 
brought  from  a good  well  on  the  other  side  of  the  road  belonging  to 
the  same  owners,  and  the  nuisance  thus  remedied. 

The  stream  in  the  Back  Street  in  Fordingbridge  was  contamin- 
ated by  refuse  water  from  the  Model  Laundry,  and  also  by  a 
privy  opening  into  it.  The  Laundry  occupier  has  put  in  a filter 
between  the  works  and  the  stream,  and  the  privy  has  been  replaced 
by  a pail  system. 

I am  glad  to  report  that  the  pail  system  is  steadily  gaining 
ground  throughout  the  District,  and  I never  lose  an  opportunity  of 
ordering  the  installation  of  the  system. 

The  Street  Watering  and  Refuse  Collection  has  worked  very 
smoothly  during  the  past  year,  the  District  Council  having 
increased  the  Refuse  Collection  service  a good  deal.  But  1 must 
once  more  call  attention  to  the  insanitary  and  unsightly  receptacles 
used,  and  insist  that  uniform,  properly  constructed,  water-tight, 
sanitary  pails  must  be  ordered  to  be  used,  instead  of  the  wooden 
boxes  and  other  unsuitable  receptacles  which  one  still  sees  in  use. 

A roadside  pond  at  Damerham,  which  was  complained  of  by 
an  inhabitant,  has  been  filled  up  and  done  away  with,  and  there  are 
many  other  such  ponds  that  could  well  be  treated  in  the  same  way. 

In  September  the  Local  Government  Board  sent  down  an 
Inspector,  to  look  into  the  working  of  the  Sanitary  Inspection  of 
the  District.  Both  I and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  frequently  met 
the  Inspector  and  conferred  with  him.  As  a result  of  his  visit,  the 
present  Inspector  of  Nuisances  felt  compelled  to  resign  his  office, 
as  he  did  not  feel  able  to  give  the  additional  time  required  to  carry 
out  the  increased  duties  suggested  by  the  Local  Government 
Inspector.  I am  glad  to  say  that  the  District  Council  have  been 
fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of  a gentleman  eminently  fitted 
for  the  post,  as  he  is  a qualified  Architect  and  Surveyor  ; and  under 
his  care  I trust  that  a thorough  and  systematic  Sanitary  Census 
of  the  District  will  be  carried  out,  such  reports  as  he  makes  on 
each  house  or  premises  being  kept  in  a properly  arranged 
receptacle  for  each  Parish  in  the  District,  so  that  it  will  be  easy  to 
refer  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  any  house  or  premises  existing 
at  the  time  of  this  inspection,  when  required  at  any  future  time. 


I append  a report  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act, 
drawn  up  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances.  There  is  still  satisfactory 
progress  in  the  building  of  new  cottages  throughout  the  District. 


The  following  is  the 

REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES 
FOR  THE  YEAR  I908. 


Schools  inspected  g 

Slaughter-houses  inspected  5 

Bakehouses  inspected  ...  21 

Dairies  and  Cow-sheds 
inspected 49 

Cottages  inspected  171 

Filthy  houses  cleansed  ...  6 

Houses  put  in  habitable 
repair  2 

Houses  disinfected  10 


Overcrowding  abated  ...  3 

Drains  altered  or  repaired  7 

Samples  of  Water  taken  to 
M.O.H.  for  examination  16 

Certificates  granted  for 
proper  water  supply  to 
new  houses  13 

New  privy  accommodation 
provided  5 


ARTHUR  E.  ALEXANDER,  A.S.I., 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


At  the  time  of  closing  my  report,  the  health  of  the  District 
appears  to  be  exceptionally  good,  and  I think  the  sanitary  state 
of  the  District  likely  to  improve  very  materially  under  the  new 
regime. 

HERBERT  V.  RAKE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Rural  District  Council 

of  the  Fordingbridge  Union. 


